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Hep Stars - The Dutch RoadFLASHBACK

How the Hep Stars came to the Netherlands
In July 2017, I bought a number of singles 

by the Hep Stars, Benny Andersson’s group 
before ABBA, in Emmen in the Netherlands. 
The salesman asked if I knew that the group 
had appeared in the Netherlands in the ‘60s. 
This aroused my curiosity, and I wondered 
whether any part of ABBA’s success came 
from Drenthe in Friesland. After thinking 
about it for a while, I did some further 
research, which is detailed here. I have 
uncovered many interesting facts not only 
about the Hep Stars’ visit to the Netherlands 
but also some Dutch artists who were 
associated with them at the time.

The dance club De Schaapsberg in 
Zandberg has been run by the Kaijser family 
for more than 50 years. They had a good eye 
for up-and-coming talent, looking outside the 
Netherlands for suitable acts, booking these 
through an artists’ agency called Telstar, 
based in the town of Sneek. The director 
there at that time was Bauke Algera, who 
had booked Scandinavian bands previously 
and when the Hep Stars had a top 4 hit in the 
Netherlands with Sunny Girl, he proclaimed 
that he would book the band to appear in 
his country in October. By that point, the 
band had already started to appear outside 
Sweden, for example in Germany. 

In the newspaper Leidsche Courant of 
August 17th, 1968, Svenne Hedlund indicated 
that the group might come to perform in the 
Netherlands in the winter months, based 
on the fact that Sunny Girl had been a hit. 
He explained that as Sweden was too cold 
for winter tours, with roads often being 
practically impassable, the time could be 
used for foreign tours.  

In 1968, Stefan Schroeder had become the 
contact person for Olga Records in Amsterdam. 
Bauke Algera recalls, “Stefan Schroeder was a 
nice Swedish man and the record manager for 
the Hep Stars in the Netherlands. We had a 
good collaboration at that time but, after that, 
we never had contact again.

“I had seen the group perform in Sweden 
before, so we decided to book them for 
a long weekend. The group was in our 
country from the 4th till the 7th of October 
and visited six places in four days. They 
also went to the studios in Hilversum. There 
were performances at De Schaapsberg in 
Zandberg, De Drie Provinciën in Leek/Tolbert 
and also at a hotel in Kollum. They came to 
our country with two impressive American 
vans, revolutionary at that time. These cars, 
specially designed for them, were equipped 
with aeroplane seats to easily cover large 
distances on one evening for different shows. 
The compact, technical stuff that the band 

had with them was revolutionary at the time; 
they were far ahead of their time.” 

Saturday, 5th October, 1968
Records indicate that the Hep Stars gave 

a performance at De Kentering in Rosmalen, 
together with a group named the Shuffles 
whose lead singer was Albert West. Today, 
Hans van Liempt is the only surviving member 
of this band.

Hans explains, “At the time, the fan club of 
the Shuffles organised a kind of fan evening 
every month. In addition, they always tried to 
add a well-known artist. For that day, it was the 
Hep Stars who had just had a hit with Sunny 
Girl.” Hans remembers that it was a great 
success and that Benny was on top of his 
piano at one point. The two bands did not play 
together, each performing their own repertoire.

The group also played in the town of Kollum 
on October 5th. The trio CWR [Cor, Wolter 
and Rienk] organised the performance in a 
café, De Koornbeurs. At that time, the blues 
was a very popular music style. Telstar again 
arranged this booking, as well as others for 
Scandinavian bands at the time.

Rienk van Hijum, of CWR, has good 
memories of the event. The guys in the band 
were still teenagers at that point, had a lot of 
fun and brought in good business, with packed 
venues on a Saturday night and having to turn 
away disappointed folk at the door. The 350 
people in the audience paid an entrance fee 
of five Dutch guilders, with the band receiving 
a fee of 1,000 NLG. They would play for 
about half an hour before moving on to the 
next location. Apparently, the Hep Stars were 
at their best that evening, giving it all. Rienk 
recalls, “If you spoiled the bands with food and 
drinks, then you had a great evening!”

Sunday, 6th October, 1968
In the afternoon, the group performed at 

the Modern Hotel in Enschede. Its owner 
was Gerard Grotenhuis who also managed 
the group the Buffoons, known for their song 
Tomorrow Is Another Day. The venue attracted 
many other Dutch and international artists, 
such as the Fortunes, Dave Dee, Dozy, Beaky 
and Mick & Tich.

Addy Scheele, a musician who would later 
go on to be part of the group Teach In, was 
present. “It was the first time that we saw a 
band perform with a public address system. 
There were hardly any amplifiers on stage but 
rather a guy behind a panel with lots of buttons. 
We did not know that such a thing existed! 
They also drove two vans and used walkie-
talkies for communication. It all looked very 
futuristic, as if a band from another universe 
had landed in Enschede.”



On the same evening, the Hep Stars 
performed at the De Drie Provinciën Hotel 
in Leek. There they played with the Chains, 
founded in 1964 by Buddy Veldhuizen and 
Koos Wiekenkamp [who later transferred to the 
Buffoons], both from Enschede. Apparently, 
Benny played a Fender Jazz Master guitar that 
evening, which was a 1960s instrument owned 
by Willem Gerritsen, also a member of the 
Chains. Egbert de Wit was the fourth member 
of the band; he played bass and sang. 

Koos remembers, “It started early in the 
evening; I think the Chains played for 45 
minutes and the Hep Stars for no more than 
an hour and a half. I remember that they 
were nice guys and not at all arrogant. We 
shared the same dressing area. Only years 
later did we realise that ABBA’s Benny had 
played in that band.”

Sadly, the hotel has long since gone, and 
the ground floor of the building is a branch of 
the Zeeman chain. The building, however, still 

has the characteristics of that time.
As far as his own recollection is concerned, 

Svenne Hedlund says, “I remember that we 
did a tour in the Netherlands in 1968 or 1969. 
However, I don’t remember any specifics except 
for the fact that we recorded a TV-show. We 
had a big hit with Sunny Girl in the Netherlands 
at the time, and we were performing this song 
on the show. In the middle of the song, I forgot 
the words, and they had to stop the recording 
and start all over. I felt so ashamed! But I think 
and hope that our audience understood that 
were only human beings after all.”

The Cats
The Shuffles were not the only Dutch group 

that played with the Hep Stars. At the end of 
March 1969, the Cats toured Sweden, and 
on Saturday April 5th, the last evening, they 
performed as a support act for the Hep Stars 
at the Konserthuset in Stockholm. 

Piet Veerman has very clear memories: 
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“I didn’t think the pop scene there was that 
progressive. The Hep Stars were certainly not 
the top band, which we have always claimed 
here in the Netherlands. The Hep Stars played 
kind of old-fashioned rock and roll, which 
really was not that great when you watched it 
live. I won’t say it was bad, but they kind of 
disappointed me.”

The Cats travelled around in the luxury 
tour bus of the Swedish beat group Look 
Around. A rumour exists that there was no 
band of this name but, having investigated 
thoroughly, I can confirm they did exist; they 
released the song Mr. Brown on the Toniton 
label in 1969. In fact, Look Around also 
made an appearance in the Netherlands, in 
November of the same year.

Arnold Mühren, bassist and songwriter 
of the Cats, recalls: “We went on tour 
around Sweden, at the request of the Hep 
Stars themselves. They loved our songs, 
particularly Vaya Con Dios which they had 
heard during their tour in the Netherlands in 
‘68, and they saw an opportunity for us in 
Sweden. We flew to Gothenburg and, from 
there, we continued by bus.”

According to Arnold, they played together 
with the Hep Stars at open-air venues. 
He recalls that Svenne had been affected 
by polio when he was younger, and this 
sometimes seemed to affect the way he 
needed to walk onto stage. The tour had 
again been arranged by Bauke Algera, and 
the sound crew went back to the Netherlands 
overland while the band flew. 

 
The Craters

During my research, I came across another 
nice detail. In 1962, Hans Sullewsky from 
Enschede founded the beat group the Craters. 
They took off as a group in Germany, touring 
there for several years, and happened to be the 
support act for the Hep Stars on one occasion. 

Hans remembers, “Already in the ‘60s, we 
played together with the Hep Stars in Hamm 

or Bielefeld, but I don’t know when that was 
exactly. I then met Benny in person. I can still 
remember that I talked to him about music and 
all sorts of other things while he was setting 
up his Hammond organ, a very nice guy at the 
time. The performance was arranged by our 
manager, Willie Schwenken. I liked the band 
very much with Benny behind his organ. During 
the performances, there were always crazy 
fans, but it was not as bad as it was with the 
Beatles. We travelled in a Volkswagen owned 
by our manager who was also our driver. Our 
group broke up in the mid-‘60s.” 

Telstar’s partnership with EMA and Sweden
Telstar’s Bauke Algera recalls: “The Hep 

Stars then consisted of Svenne Hedlund, 
Benny Andersson and three other musicians. 
An incredibly good band, they had a lot of 
success in Sweden. In the late ‘60s, I came to 
Sweden for the first time, and it was also the first 
time that I went by plane, what an experience! 
In 1969, I also saw Jimi Hendrix and Janis 
Joplin performing in Sweden, unbelievable, 
it was wonderful. I made a lot of contacts in 
Sweden, such as Thomas Johansson and Stig 
Anderson, who were close friends at the time.”

Thomas Johansson founded EMA in 1969 
when he was barely 21 years old. EMA entered 
into a partnership with Telstar and became 
EMA Telstar. Thomas ensured that artists like 
Jimi Hendrix came to Sweden, and he became 
the leading concert promoter in Scandinavia. 
In 1999, the company transferred to Clear 
Channel, which changed its name to Live 
Nation Sweden in 2008. 

EMA organised all ABBA tours and 
promotional trips/events. For example, 
Thomas Johansson was present at the 
Eurovision Song Contest in Brighton in 1974, 
during the 1974/75 tour with the one in 1977 as 
well as the final tour in 1979/1980. He was also 
closely involved with Frida’s three solo albums 
and Björn and Benny’s musicals.

Bauke says, “Because of the many contacts 
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that I had, Swedish bands came to the 
Netherlands, but that also worked the other 
way round. For example, the Cats went to 
Sweden in 1969 for a number of performances. 
Unfortunately, at that time, you had little or no 
promotional material as you have now. This 
was partly the reason that it was not really 
possible to successfully launch the Cats in 
Scandinavia.” 

Bauke’s career as a music manager/
promoter was actually just starting in the 
1960s. For 50 years, he has travelled the 
world with all the greats, such as Fats 
Domino, BB King, Joe Cocker, U2, Metallica 
and many others.  

Discovery of earlier TV shows and press 
reaction

My research also discovered that the 
Hep Stars had featured on the programme 
Waauw on April 25th, 1968, presented by Theo 
Stokkink. This show was broadcast monthly 
and went on for about 30 minutes. 

A TV special, on the evening of May 22nd 
that year and on Dutch TV’s second channel, 
also featured the blues singer Peps with the 
song Jailer Bring Me Water. It was following 
this that the Hep Stars issued its songs in the 
Netherlands: Sunny Girl, Easy To Fool, I’ve 
Said It All Before, Lady-Lady and Wedding. 

In the newspapers, much attention was paid 
to the Hep Stars’ television performances. One 
article proclaimed: “Benny Anderson [sic] is 21 
years old, the organist and composer, whose 
dearest wish is [to be] his own music publisher 
and to have a house in the Mediterranean. 
Sven Hedlund is 22 years old, a singer and 
composer, and Jan Frisk is 23, the lead 
guitarist who also loves good food and enjoys 
cooking in one of his restaurants in London 
and Torremolinos. Lennart Hegland is 25 years 
old, their bassist and owner of a record store 
and a popular boutique in Stockholm while 
Christer Petterson is 25, the drummer and 
owner of a substantial piece of land on the 
Bahama Islands.”

The first Hep Stars single in the Netherlands 
was released in late May 1968. 

 
The gateway to music and recording Aldus 
Mijn Horoscoop

At the end of the 1960s, the Netherlands 
was considered the gateway to music for the 
rest of Europe, and it arguably was the sixth 
most influential country worldwide in musical 
terms. Acts from all over the world, therefore, 
looked to leave their mark on the Dutch music 
scene, and the open broadcasting system in 
the Netherlands made the country particularly 
accessible. 

For the Hep Stars, the success of Sunny 
Girl made the Dutch/Flemish music market 
interesting enough to produce a special 
recording. This resulted in the song Aldus Mijn 

Horoscoop, which was a translation of one of 
their big hits in Sweden, I Natt Jag Drömde. 
This song was written by C. Vreeswijk/E. 
McCurdy, with Dutch lyrics by Paul Knipschild, 
and released in the spring of 1969 [incidentally, 
Paul’s older brother, Harry, is the author of 
the book Money, Money, Money? about the 
history of pop music, and he was influential in 
promoting ABBA’s Ring Ring in the Netherlands 
in 1973].

Paul recalls: “In the second half of the ‘60s, 
I studied medicine in Amsterdam. Through my 
older brother, Harry, I came into contact with 
Stefan Schroeder around 1967, a skinny, young 
Swedish man who spoke Dutch reasonably 
well because his mother was Dutch. Stefan 
had moved from Stockholm to Amsterdam to 
advertise Olga in the Netherlands, a small, 
new record company. He initially had a base 
at the  Krasnapolsky hotel in Amsterdam. I got 
along with him very well and later also provided 
several services for him, in particular after 
a few Hep Stars hits and Desmond Dekker 
[Israelites] had made him rich and enabled him 
to purchase a red Porsche and move to the 
Herengracht [canal]. 

“Stefan wanted to something with The 
Hep Stars’ song I Natt Jag Drömde, which 
had been a big hit in Sweden. Other artists 
recorded foreign songs with Dutch lyrics 
at the time, and so Stefan asked me who I 
thought could best write Dutch lyrics to the 
existing melody. I then boldly suggested to 
him that I wanted to try it myself. I thought 
the melody was mediocre, but I managed to 
produce Dutch lyrics, Aldus Mijn Horoscoop. 
By the way, my lyrics really have nothing to 
do with the original. In retrospect, they were 
a bit too much cabaret style rather than pop.   

“The members of the Hep Stars, with 
Charlotte Walker, came to a Dutch studio, I 
think it was in Hilversum, to record my version 
in late 1968 or early ‘69. While Sven didn’t 
feel like working on it, Benny was keen on 
familiarising himself with the lyrics to get the 
recording done. I also remember that Vara 
TV filmed in the studio and that the film was 
broadcast on Dutch TV. I don’t have any 
pictures of my meeting with the Hep Stars. 
Stefan Schroeder released the song as the 
B-side of the much better English Hep Stars 
song Save Your Heart (For Me). Unfortunately, 
it did not become a hit, and the popularity of 
the Hep Stars in the Netherlands faded not too 
long afterwards.

“A few years later, Benny came into the 
picture again with ABBA. In their heyday, I 
had no contact with him or the other three 
ABBA members, and my friendship with Stefan 
Schroeder also came to an end. As far as I 
know, he has been living in Stockholm for a 
long time. One last fact: the ABBA Museum in 
Stockholm has the single Aldus Mijn Horoscoop 
on display in the pre-ABBA part of the exhibition.” 
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Back to Zandberg
Mr Kaijser still talks about the performance 

in Zandberg: “On that particular Sunday, two 
people came to assemble the set, having 
arrived with a large truck full of boxes and 
equipment. The band members arrived later 
in a very large American camper van. They 
were extremely hungry, so we prepared some 
chips and lots and lots of German bratwurst 
[laughs]. They really enjoyed it. They were 
very grateful for the food, and they were very 
nice and friendly people anyway, no arrogance 
whatsoever.”

The performance was, as expected, great, 
but the reaction by the audience was somewhat 
underwhelming. The band members stayed at 
the Hotel Dopper in Stadskanaal, which has 
since been replaced by shops. The Kaijsers 
sold their business last year and are now 
enjoying their well-deserved retirement.

As for the Hep Stars themselves, they had 
one more Top 20 single in the Netherlands 
in November 1968, with the song Music Box. 
The single Let It Be Me (featuring Charlotte 
Walker) was released in December of that 
year, together with an album, The Hep Stars, 
but they failed to match the earlier success. A 
later single, coupling Let It Be Me and Music 
Box, was released in the Netherlands in 1979, 
on the Dureco and GIP labels.

Parallel to their decline in the Netherlands, 
things were not going well for the Hep Stars in 
Sweden, and Benny left the band in 1969 in order 
to collaborate more closely with Björn Ulvaeus 
who he had met three years earlier. With both 
men meeting their sweethearts around that time, 
the foundations for ABBA were laid…

 
In August 2019, I attended Benny Andersson 

Orkester’s concert in Stockholm and was lucky 
enough to have a short meeting with Benny 
and Görel Hanser. Görel told me that Benny 
had no specific memories of the gigs in the 
Netherlands and that there were no photos in 
their archive, either. 

TEXT: BÉ ANNEN  

Special thanks to: Family. Kaijser, Bauke 
Algera, Addy Scheele, Koos Wiekenkamp, Lies 
Kloen, Hans van Liempt, Rienk van Hijum, Piet 
Veerman, Arnold Mühren, Hans Sullewsky, Sven 
Hedlund, Paul Knipschild, Harry Knipschild, 
Roland Johansson, fanclub Albert West, fanclub 
The Cats, Benny Andersson, Görel Hanser, 
Image and Sound Hilversum, Drenthe Archive 
Assen, www.poparchieftwente.nl, Delpher 
Newspaper Archive, Leeuwarder Courant, 
Omroep Friesland, Radio Drenthe, Jacco 
Hornes, Karin Wolters, Jessica and Hans Kok.  

The newspaper clippings are from the 
personal scrapbooks of the Kaijser family.
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